
The Florida Alliance For Vacation Rentals

30 Years Of Vacation Rental Leadership In 
Florida. Supporting Vacation Rental Owners, 

Managers & Vendors/Suppliers

Fun Fact: FAVR Was Started 14 Years Prior To Airbnb Arriving On The Scene



Florida’s Industry 
Growth
From 2021 to Date:
• Active Florida Properties Have 

Grown From 233,000 to 
382,000

• 706,000 Bedrooms to 984,000
• Occupancy has dropped 1%
WHY???



Economic Impact 
Statewide



Defining a 
Florida 

Vacation 
Rental

Florida law defines a “Public lodging establishment" as 
transient public lodging establishments and non-transient 
public lodging establishments. [Section 509.013(4), FS]

Transient public lodging establishment means “any unit, 
group of units, dwelling, building, or group of buildings within 
a single complex of buildings which is rented to guests more 
than three times in a calendar year for periods of less than 30 
days or 1 calendar month, whichever is less, or which is 
advertised or held out to the public as a place regularly 
rented to guests.”
Vacation Rental: Vacation rentals are transient public lodging 
establishments defined in s. 509.242(1)(c), FS, as: any unit or 
group of units in a condominium or cooperative or any 
individually or collectively owned single-family, two-family, 
three-family or four-family house or dwelling unit that is also 
a transient public lodging establishment, but that is not a 
timeshare project.



License 
Classifications

Vacation rentals and timeshare project licenses have three 
different classifications (61C-1.002(4)(a), F.A.C.):
* Single License: May include one single home or townhome, 
or a unit or group of units within a single building that are 
operated by the owner.

* Group License: Covers all units within a building or group of 
buildings in a single complex that are licensed to a licensed 
agent. (Multiple group licenses may be issued to different 
licensed agents for units located on the same property.)
* Collective License: Issued to a group of houses or units 
found in separate locations that are represented by the same 
licensed agent. (A collective license may have a maximum of 
75 houses or units per license and is restricted to counties 
within one district.)



State 
Enforcement
Can & Can’t 



Common Safety 
Issues

• A current Certificate of Balcony Inspection (DBPR HR 7020) must be filed with the division every 
three years, unless exterior balconies and stairwells are “common” elements of a condominium. 
(For exemption to this requirement, the licensee must provide proof to the division that these 
areas are common elements.) The balcony certificate is available from the Division of Hotels and 
Restaurants website.

• 509.2112 Public lodging establishments three stories or more in height; inspection rules.—The 
Division of Hotels and Restaurants of the Department of Business and Professional Regulation is 
directed to provide rules to require that:

• (1) Every public lodging establishment that is three stories or more in height in the state file a 
certificate stating that any and all balconies, platforms, stairways, and railways have been 
inspected by a person competent to conduct such inspections and are safe, secure, and free of 
defects.

• When must a balcony inspection be completed in a lodging establishment?

• An initial balcony inspection must be completed in the following circumstances:

• Newly constructed establishments

• Establishments which have changed ownership

• In these cases, the completed Certificate of Balcony Inspection form must be submitted with the 
license application or presented to the inspector at the time of the licensing inspection.

A new balcony inspection must also be completed every 3 years when the Certificate of Balcony 
Inspection form expires. Send the completed form to the appropriate Division of Hotels and 
Restaurants



Additional 
Safety Issues

• At least one (1) approved locking device is required that 
cannot be opened by a non-master guest room key on all 
outside and connecting doors. (Cannot be a sliding chain 
or hook and eye type of locking device.)

• A fire extinguisher must be present, properly charged and 
accessible.

• Specialized smoke alarms for the hearing impaired shall 
be available at a rate of one per every fifty rental units 
with a maximum of five required.



Common 
Sanitation 

Items

• Water from a nonpublic system (e.g., well) shall be 
sampled and tested at least annually and as required by 
state water quality regulations.

• If dishes and glassware are provided, you must sanitize 
them between guests. (Proper warewashing requires a 
three-compartment sink or commercial dishmachine; OR 
the operator must post a notice informing guests that the 
dishes and glassware have not been sanitized according to 
public food service establishment standards. The notice 
must include the specific language on the notice available 
from the division website 



Common 
License 

Exemption
Renting a single room or rooms other than the whole unit is 
not classified as a public lodging unit and would not require 
a license from the Division of Hotels and Restaurants.



FAVR -
Leading In 
Education
FREE Certification
Mandatory Human Trafficking 
Awareness Training
5 Credits On Our Certifications

ALL Hospitality Providers Must Have Their Front-
Line Employees Participate Annually



FAVR - Leading The Industry
In Guest Safety

• FAVR – 5 Credit Program
• FAVR/BREEZEWAY 4 Hour Safety Program

•41 Safety Topics
•5 Chapters
•25+ Videos
•1 Exam
•Safety Policy for your Agency
•Safety Inspection Check-List
•Access to the Breezeway software for safety inspections (if you aren't already a 
Breezeway Customer)
•Course Completion Certificate

•$350 for non members and FREE for members. 



FAVR
DELIVERS 
Education



Know What Insurance Coverage Works



Thank You!

Questions? 
Comments!
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